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sensation of sea-sickness. . . . The feeling was as if
the ground was being violently jerked backwards and
forwards very rapidly, every third or fourth jerk being
of greater scope than the intermediate ones. The
surface of the ground vibrated visibly in every direc-
tion, as if it was made of soft jelly; and long cracks
appeared at once along the road. . . . The road is
bounded here and there by low banks of earth, about
two feet high, and these were all shaken down quite
flat The school building, which was in sight, began
to shake at the first shock, and large slabs of plaster
fell from the walls at once. A few moments after-
wards the whole building was lying flat, the walls
collapsed, and the corrugated iron roof lying
bent and broken on the ground. A pink cloud of
plaster and dust was seen hanging over every house
in Shillong at the end of the shock. . . . My impres-
sion at the end of the shock was that its duration was
certainly under one minute, and that it had travelled
from south to north. . . . The violence of the shock
may be imagined when it is stated that the whole of
the damage done was completed in the first ten or
fifteen seconds of the shock."

Other estimates of the duration are generally higher
than that given above, ranging from three to five or
even more minutes at Tura, Dhubri, Silchar, Calcutta,
and other places. In some cases, it is possible that
the immediately succeeding tremors were included as
part of the great shock; but, in the central area, it is
probable that the average duration of the shock did
not differ much from three or four minutes.

In this district, the movement was most compli-
cated. Changes of direction were frequently noticed.
At Silchar, for instance, the earthquake began with